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Demarcated Opacity Disorders:
A draft classification

Enamel opacity E
Clinical descriptors: GROUP
* Topography: demarcated or diffuse, [other?]
* Colour: white, creamy/yellow?, or brown
« Surface contour/integrity: (1) intact — shiny/frosted/pitted; or (2) broken - disrupted, or degraded?
* Texture: hard, chalky
|

Demarcated opacity disorders

Acquired (common) Genetic (rare)

A. Causation:

Systemic
* unknown cause/idiopathic
B. Case descriptors:
Molar Hypomin (MH) Local Hypomin (LH) Al - Hypomin type
* MH (any molar + other teeth) * LH (incisor/canine/premolar) * Group 5 (Darling 1956)
« replaces MIH/HSPM/DMH « replaces Turner tooth/IH * Polynesian Al (Smillie et al.)

C. Tooth descriptors:

Hypomin (HM) Hypomin (HM)
e e.g. HM-6, HM-E, HM-7 * e.g. HM-1, HM-1+2 (trauma)
* e.g. HM-6+1+2, HM-6+7 * e.g. HM-5 (infected E)
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Molar Hypomineralisation
Defining characteristics:
» Causation: unknown/idiopathic (excludes local trauma or infected predecessor), not primarily genetic
* Phenotype: demarcated opacity in any molar (+ other teeth) of primary or permanent dentition
* Localisation: sporadic, variably affecting from 1 to all 4 of any molar type, variable locations on tooth
* Grading: from mild (intact surface, typically white) to severe (broken surface, typically cream/brown)
* Risks: dental pain (toothache), post-eruptive breakdown (crumbly enamel), rapid decay, disfigurement
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FIGURE 2 | Charting 100 years of learning about demarcated opacty disorders. This infographic depicts key as X L
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100 years of Chalky Teeth Research: From pioneering histopathology to social good.
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